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Across Dorset, we're getting on with improving the places people live in

- not just for today, but for the future.

Sometimes that means complex work in difficult conditions, like
protecting parts of our coastline that support local jobs, businesses, and
the character of our towns. It's not always visible day to day, but it keeps

communities safe and supports the local economy.

In other areas, it's about making everyday life easier and healthier.
Creating spaces where nature can recover and people can spend time outdoors. Improving routes

so people can walk safely — whether that’s getting to school, staying active, or enjoying the coast.


https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fdorsetcouncil%2Fnews-updates-and-snippets-from-the-world-of-corporate-services-4860365%3Fe%3D3d387e1378&data=05%7C02%7C%7C57773b20829f47cf5c3f08dece24a3bc%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639174853917200542%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VM8YPjdGgQLCCUTZNnBXOnnMJc6ynLIy3aQaQenTTDw%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fdorsetcouncil%2Fnews-updates-and-snippets-from-the-world-of-corporate-services-4860365%3Fe%3D3d387e1378&data=05%7C02%7C%7C57773b20829f47cf5c3f08dece24a3bc%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639174853917200542%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VM8YPjdGgQLCCUTZNnBXOnnMJc6ynLIy3aQaQenTTDw%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fdorsetcouncil%2Fnews-updates-and-snippets-from-the-world-of-corporate-services-4860365%3Fe%3D3d387e1378&data=05%7C02%7C%7C57773b20829f47cf5c3f08dece24a3bc%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639174853917200542%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VM8YPjdGgQLCCUTZNnBXOnnMJc6ynLIy3aQaQenTTDw%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdorsetcouncil.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b44%26id%3D1264bb4119%26e%3D3d387e1378&data=05%7C02%7C%7C57773b20829f47cf5c3f08dece24a3bc%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639174853917447201%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lwqZJGI9dAPo%2BBqgeFQMAO95NDWoHX1rJu5qXRu5Sfo%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C57773b20829f47cf5c3f08dece24a3bc%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639174853917372786%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1j4dxKsbyOM9T%2FxdWl0X84Qzfikq%2BqDRh2CsNkDV5qU%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk%2Fnewsroom&data=05%7C02%7C%7C57773b20829f47cf5c3f08dece24a3bc%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639174853917426449%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q0tAhnEPgJlqqiD9zDcUp%2F94HqUASIQewxzAhR0Vi5g%3D&reserved=0

All of this is joined up. The way we care for our environment, design our communities, and plan

how people move around has a direct impact on people’s health and wellbeing.

Clean Air Day this week was a good reminder of that. The air we breathe affects all of us, but

especially children, older people, and those with health conditions. While air quality in Dorset is
generally good, we know there are still local challenges — particularly linked to traffic and some
forms of heating. We monitor this closely and act where needed, but it's also about the choices we

all make, from how we travel to how we heat our homes.

This is what our work is about — supporting communities to stay healthy, protecting what makes

Dorset special, and making sure the county is ready for the future.

Clir. Nick Ireland

Leader of Dorset Council

Dorset Council delivers first ever

underspend as finances improve

We have delivered our first ever budget underspend since becoming a unitary authority, marking a

major step forward in managing our finances with tighter control over spending.
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A report going to Cabinet on 23 June shows the council ended the 2025/26 financial year broadly

on budget, with a very small underspend of £169,000 from a total budget of £417 million. This
means we spent slightly less than planned overall - the first time this has happened since the

council was formed in 2019.

The improved position has been achieved through tighter financial controls, strong leadership and
the hard work of officers across the organisation. It follows a year of focussed action to address

spending pressures and strengthen how budgets are managed.

For residents, this means the council is now on a firmer footing to protect the everyday services
people rely on - including care for vulnerable residents, maintaining roads, waste collection and

local facilities.

Read more

Bats, bees, bugs and birds flock to
wildflower wonderland following nature

makeover
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A piece of barren land in north Dorset has been transformed into a nature haven for people and

wildlife, including the rare Greater Horseshoe Bat.

The 13 hectare site, which is an extension to the popular Milldown Nature Reserve, has been
carefully designed to support biodiversity, with a particular focus on providing habitats for moths,

beetles and spiders - the main prey for the Greater Horseshoe Bat.

Now flourishing as a chalk downland meadow, the reserve boasts a rich variety of habitats and

landscape features, supporting an abundance of flora and fauna.

Dorset Council, with support from Cranborne Chase National Landscape Farming in Protected
Landscapes programme (FiPL), bought the land over three years ago from a local landowner and

has since transformed it into a wildlife wonderland.

Thanks to the dedicated efforts of Dorset Council Rangers and community volunteers — plus

financial contributions from developers and the council - the land is now thriving.

Find out more



https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Fdraft-meeting-the-transport-needs-for-people-with-learning-disabilities-1&data=05%7C02%7C%7C57773b20829f47cf5c3f08dece24a3bc%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639174853918223724%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J9bY6fNG%2BGaLrGEOe4cx%2Baoia94iKhXHjmhwsk0vaOo%3D&reserved=0

Meeting the transport needs for people

with learning disabilities

Work has been taking place so that people with learning disabilities in Dorset can travel more

confidently and independently on local buses.

During a recent visit to Portland, First Bus met with Dorset Council service provider, Muntsy's, other

providers of disability services, and service users to better understand the challenges faced by

passengers, including:

buying a ticket

using a bus pass
choosing where to sit
safety on the bus

and handling issues such as missing a bus stop

Nick, First Bus Performance and Investigation Officer, said it was important to understand people's

needs and requirements, so everyone has the chance to use buses.

Read more

ARMED FORCES DAY
SHOW YOUR SUPPORT
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County Hall set for Armed Forces Day

flag raising

On Monday 22 June at 10am, we will hold an Armed Forces Day (AFD) ceremony at the Memorial
outside County Hall in Dorchester - led by Chair of the Council, ClIr Stella Jones MBE - with military

personnel, veterans, associations, and dignitaries in attendance.
The AFD Flag will be raised during the ceremony to mark our respect for our Armed Forces and
continuing good relationship between the Nation, Local and National Government, and the Armed

Forces Community.

The Chair of Dorset Council and His Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant will speak, followed by

representatives of the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, British Army, The Rifles and the Royal Air Force.

Members of the public are welcome to attend.

Read more

WalkWheel
ﬁ CycleTrust

For our health. Our wellbeing. Our world.
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Blandford's Active Travel plans - help us

shape the new route!

We're working with the Walk Wheel Cycle Trust to improve travel links in Blandford - and we want

to hear from you!

The project aims to create a safer and more welcoming route for walking, wheeling and cycling

between Railway Roundabout, Stour Park and Station Court - the National Cycle Network route.

We would like to hear from local residents and members of the community about how this route

can work for you - and you can do this in person or online this weekend.

We will be at the Blandford Forum Parish Centre, Church Lane, tomorrow (Saturday 20 June)

between 10.30am and 1pm.

All ages are welcome, there is no design experience needed and there will be free drinks and

snacks. If you can't make the event, or you're catching up after the workshop, you can still have

your say.

WHAT'S ON

in Dorset
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Looking to find out what else is happening in Dorset?

You've come to the right place as Visit Dorset has a fantastic events calendar for you to enjoy.

Find out what's on
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More news:

e Challenging coastal works secure vulnerable section of Lyme Regis’s iconic Cobb

 New Portland footpath upgrade opens up safer routes for residents

e Residents’ views lead to changes in Swanage and Studland water safety plans

Find out where our
maintenance crews will be

Dorset

Council

Forward to a friend

County Hall,
Colliton Pk
Dorchester
DT1 1XJ
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