
 

If the hyperlinks “Read More” in the document do not work, please use this link to view online: View this 

email in your browser 

View this email in your browser  

       

 

 

25 September 2026 
  

In this issue 

• Work begins on Dorset's new local plan 

• More than 5,000 people help shape Dorset's new dog control rules 

• Free SEND information event for Dorset families 

• Meet the team taking on one of Dorset's trickier construction projects 

• Mature driver seminar, Wimborne 

• What’s on in Dorset 

• More news 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
     

 

The national headlines this week are a reminder that managing public 

finances means making difficult choices. Local government is no 

exception. 

 

Here in Dorset we are starting work on next year's budget. While financial 

pressures remain significant, this is about much more than balancing the 

books. It is about investing in Dorset's future and ensuring we continue 

to provide the services and support that residents rely on. 

 

 

Read more  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fdorsetcouncil%2Fnews-updates-and-snippets-from-the-world-of-corporate-services-4861017%3Fe%3D3d387e1378&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccc1673f3435c4b61847f08df1b27a246%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639259529169581797%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MGC6Lgbel7nvHADqftkMS9AFfYUgviaOYEAk7RYdO%2Fc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fdorsetcouncil%2Fnews-updates-and-snippets-from-the-world-of-corporate-services-4861017%3Fe%3D3d387e1378&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccc1673f3435c4b61847f08df1b27a246%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639259529169581797%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MGC6Lgbel7nvHADqftkMS9AFfYUgviaOYEAk7RYdO%2Fc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fdorsetcouncil%2Fnews-updates-and-snippets-from-the-world-of-corporate-services-4861017%3Fe%3D3d387e1378&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccc1673f3435c4b61847f08df1b27a246%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639259529169581797%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MGC6Lgbel7nvHADqftkMS9AFfYUgviaOYEAk7RYdO%2Fc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F5otN5Ou2G1D%3Fe%3D3d387e1378%26c2id%3Deb032035b3aefc22b5e507f6fffd1aed%26m%3DSNk_17b6riYaVCTFv8O_d52ASNEvAzVnvRoXR1QU58jOlLdsZI2pXYuDHJ34&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccc1673f3435c4b61847f08df1b27a246%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639259529169790843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AwdwybmEiN9WDNyShSC1ZzHmzr3LYcBepdYCasXVEL8%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccc1673f3435c4b61847f08df1b27a246%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639259529169672002%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZLo9ZVISuRhR1D7aaotKr2osxeEoxPvHFwaVCR4fyxk%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk%2Fnewsroom&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccc1673f3435c4b61847f08df1b27a246%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639259529169731846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wzOIBuU09kaWnWLKmG484SPiPXcmmJN4XNgswTsIttc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FWZVYN2x3BE4%3Fe%3D3d387e1378%26c2id%3Deb032035b3aefc22b5e507f6fffd1aed%26m%3DAzglPVowImd5Bd7224uLWg71AGUTSy1zG4kpnsm4qYNEW348U3FSf0WqOmEe&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccc1673f3435c4b61847f08df1b27a246%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639259529169832780%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DqkBHlUqITs7sXgKK0HHCjS7VQfRY9dv36K6DxrbqIo%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F2M1Q777gJo_%3Fe%3D3d387e1378%26c2id%3Deb032035b3aefc22b5e507f6fffd1aed%26m%3Dldxwj5-N6n0yWPT1aVbnRSR4D6Q7t88E0Ky_NhDm62c0iDraGj3rs7FzVbRT&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccc1673f3435c4b61847f08df1b27a246%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639259529169861287%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lgaRYaQbHNQ%2BHSZRMOF6udcpZx0mSR4wVlfzy2LuheE%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2Fzz6REijdjR0%3Fe%3D3d387e1378%26c2id%3Deb032035b3aefc22b5e507f6fffd1aed%26m%3DPSwCNt2qBgXvl6ekZjDP1hPi63rt9FZnwcjzPsA2_c3wIbb0G0kHfd10SAR8&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccc1673f3435c4b61847f08df1b27a246%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639259529169885419%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8GlevU26Py4Pd0vc1aDy3KYr%2BvHT3S8I65u2fj9W%2BUc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FNzSkWEX8LNS%3Fe%3D3d387e1378%26c2id%3Deb032035b3aefc22b5e507f6fffd1aed%26m%3DprT-s9pSajdMTK3dMJetK9B3NVfPBrYLHieyc0saV6LH7xEpB4UlAohWgE2-&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccc1673f3435c4b61847f08df1b27a246%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639259529169915422%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qdCRVriHh%2FU7XHXCVy%2BGXiBfGGTNlQ%2BW3zCda3jR0oE%3D&reserved=0


Dorset Council delivers hundreds of services that people depend on every day. From caring for 

vulnerable children and adults to maintaining roads, supporting local businesses, enabling new 

homes and leading climate action, our work helps communities across Dorset to thrive.  

 

Our task is to ensure every pound delivers the greatest possible benefit for Dorset residents, 

supporting those who need us most today while investing in the county's long-term prosperity. 

 

We will be open about the choices ahead and I encourage you to try our budget simulator. It offers 

an insight into how council funding is allocated and the difficult decisions involved in setting a 

balanced budget. Most importantly, it gives you the opportunity to tell us what matters most to you 

and help shape the priorities that will guide Dorset's future. 

 

Cllr. Nick Ireland 

Leader of Dorset Council 

  

 

. 

  

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F3ju7CJi3F_P%3Fe%3D3d387e1378%26c2id%3Deb032035b3aefc22b5e507f6fffd1aed%26m%3D_RBULpOIrpnu6OZHR8GBq-ziQohP0o7Wx5Td1bpCwomjLe75pDY7W1Ur1a6V&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccc1673f3435c4b61847f08df1b27a246%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639259529169945565%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sPahuPA8VT01pPqvhN2N48FEJ97FemsFX9m%2BlJeTUBE%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk%2Fplanning-buildings-land%2Fplanning-policy%2Fdorset-council-local-plan&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccc1673f3435c4b61847f08df1b27a246%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639259529169994465%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ier759kURS%2BsM6yqEldTdYkJl2Qje88XJv7sGK1gubw%3D&reserved=0


Work begins on Dorset's new local plan 

  

Work has got underway on a new local plan that will help guide future growth and development 

across Dorset. 

 

The local plan will set out policies to help shape where new development takes place and support 

decisions on housing, jobs, infrastructure and the environment over the coming years.  

 

We are using the government's new plan-making process, which includes several stages of 

consultation before a final plan is produced. 

 

Residents, businesses and organisations who shared their views during the council's 2025 local 

plan consultation do not need to submit those comments again. Previous responses will continue 

to be considered as work on the plan progresses. 

 

The first stage of the new process begins on 21 September. This initial "scoping" stage focuses on 

identifying the important local issues the local plan should address and how people would like to 

be involved in future consultations. 

 

At this stage, the council is not seeking views on housing numbers, proposed development sites, or 

draft planning policies. There will be further opportunities for people to comment on these more 

detailed aspects of the plan next year. 

  

  

 

Please note that the online planning register will be unavailable next week from 3pm on Monday 

28 September, to 1pm on Tuesday 29 September, to allow for essential maintenance. We 

apologise for any inconvenience caused. 

  

 

. 

  

Find out more about the local plan process and sign up for 

updates  



 

More than 5,000 people help shape 

Dorset's new dog control rules 

  

More than 5,000 people have shared their views on Dorset's proposed dog related Public Spaces 

Protection Order (PSPO), helping shape the rules that will apply in public spaces across the Dorset 

Council area from January 2027.  

 

The consultation asked residents, visitors, businesses and organisations for their views on a range 

of dog control measures. These included requirements to keep dogs on leads in certain locations 

and restrictions on dogs in specific areas such as beaches, cemeteries, public gardens and sports 

pitches.  

 

A Public Spaces Protection Order helps protect public health and ensures shared spaces can be 

enjoyed safely by everyone. The order is reviewed every three years to make sure it remains 

relevant and reflects the needs of residents and visitors.  

  

  

 

. 

  

Read more  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Fmore-than-5-000-people-help-shape-dorset-s-new-dog-control-rules&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccc1673f3435c4b61847f08df1b27a246%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639259529170111681%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RFr4glD6l2xgFVaasvvU6M3O83uj9UQs90sBL65Rot8%3D&reserved=0


 

Free SEND information event for Dorset 

families 

  

Families of children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) are 

invited to a free information event in Dorchester on Wednesday 30 September from 10am to 1pm.  

 

The event will be hosted by the Dorset Parent Carer Council, with support from ourselves and 

partners. It will bring together local services, support organisations and parent carers from across 

Dorset. Parents and carers can find out about local support, ask questions, explore activities and 

opportunities and connect with other families in a relaxed setting. 

 

The drop-in event will take place at Kingston Maurward House, Dorchester, DT2 8PY. No need to 

book. 

  

  

 

. 

  

Find out more  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2Fv2Oq6oesGJU%3Fe%3D3d387e1378%26c2id%3Deb032035b3aefc22b5e507f6fffd1aed%26m%3D3nguxW5Qcnds9CCP826QAxio7Q7T3DxB-vNpWZeK5EfgD-Bw04m4kjD_pktE&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccc1673f3435c4b61847f08df1b27a246%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639259529170231112%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MMI%2BjochPUtUAinPDfLKQMi6MO5WvH%2BQ84yek0s27pc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F123GPgVMVDc%3Fe%3D3d387e1378%26c2id%3Deb032035b3aefc22b5e507f6fffd1aed%26m%3DAaLFdMIStwF7a3f7sqP93azwiZN-sfU3V03vz4jJFoHVOBIU2FAjLGXsulzh&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccc1673f3435c4b61847f08df1b27a246%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639259529170259058%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g2oJsay%2B6927%2FhqwJdCEuM0mcOOmtF%2BHw4EwUg5IBO8%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetparentcarercouncil.co.uk%2Fpost%2Fdpcc-big-event-30th-sept&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccc1673f3435c4b61847f08df1b27a246%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639259529170197956%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZmniO8R1slLy4SwjqVL1iHp4MTBe1tQbm5ESUvB2rWU%3D&reserved=0


 

Meet the team taking on one of Dorset's 

trickier construction projects 

  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fshorts%2FuLT3Wba4tvI&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccc1673f3435c4b61847f08df1b27a246%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639259529170565866%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kUQqz4nQ5EcwyLwkCuRr%2BxWhvDFh%2FQf40I1QEayB4VM%3D&reserved=0


At Windsor Terrace in Lyme Regis, Kevin and his team are busy rebuilding a river wall that has been 

slowly undermined by water over the years. 

 

There's reinforced concrete, giant steel supports, some clever engineering... and even something 

called a Hippo Dam (sadly, no actual hippos were involved).  

 

The project is on track to be completed by the end of September, and the team would like to thank 

residents and businesses for working with them while the work takes place.  

 

Take a look behind the barriers to see how it's all coming together.  

  

  

 

. 

  

 

Mature driver seminar, Wimborne 

  

Are you a ‘mature driver’ and want to drive safely for longer? Do you have older relatives and would 

like to find out how to help them stay fit to drive? 

 

Come along to the Mature Driver Seminar hosted by Dorset Police at The Allendale Community 

Centre, Wimborne (BH21 1AS), on Wednesday 7 October 2026. 

Watch the video  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F163IebYKHyi%3Fe%3D3d387e1378%26c2id%3Deb032035b3aefc22b5e507f6fffd1aed%26m%3D1otSmZ0bn_YYibq6h6TXPrNkACBgnxChatU_nu3GLfSEk9agbSiy1GPzOK7Q&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccc1673f3435c4b61847f08df1b27a246%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639259529170745768%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3EbnhwzTse6Y%2FQu%2BcjbhIlqRsVYceMOyWd3BLoHv%2FOQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F163IebYKHyi%3Fe%3D3d387e1378%26c2id%3Deb032035b3aefc22b5e507f6fffd1aed%26m%3D1otSmZ0bn_YYibq6h6TXPrNkACBgnxChatU_nu3GLfSEk9agbSiy1GPzOK7Q&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccc1673f3435c4b61847f08df1b27a246%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639259529170745768%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3EbnhwzTse6Y%2FQu%2BcjbhIlqRsVYceMOyWd3BLoHv%2FOQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdorsetroadsafe.org.uk%2Feducation-courses-training-advice%2Fmature-drivers&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccc1673f3435c4b61847f08df1b27a246%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639259529170716084%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=M5oz%2BQvtWE7XidW9tWKCy5ayZ%2BGAtSVbHO7J7p%2FrCqY%3D&reserved=0


 

There are two sessions to choose from: 9.30am to midday, or 12.30pm to 3pm. To book your 

place, please send an email to: olderdrivers@dorset.police.uk and let them know which session 

you would like to attend. 

 

If you would like to find out more about driving safely for longer, there is some useful guidance and 

information on the Roadsafe website. 

  

  

 

  

 

Looking to find out what else is happening in Dorset?  

 

You’ve come to the right place as Visit Dorset has a fantastic events calendar for you to enjoy.  

  

  

 

More news: 

• Junction improvements in Sherborne start Monday 5 October - Dorset Council 

• Get active in your greenspace - Find out more about our Health and Activity services 

  

 

Find out more  

Find out what’s on  

mailto:olderdrivers@dorset.police.uk?subject=Mature%20Driver%20Seminar&body=
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