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Carers Week (8-14 June) is a chance to stop and properly notice the 

people who do so much to support others across Dorset. Many unpaid 

carers are helping a partner, relative, friend or neighbour every day 

without ever calling themselves a carer, which is why this week matters. 

 

It helps people recognise that support is there, and that caring for 

someone else should not mean carrying everything alone. Across Dorset, 

there are events, advice, and practical help for carers of all ages, 

alongside support to help them look after their own wellbeing too. 

  

I was also in Swanage recently for a screening of the People’s Emergency Briefing film, followed 

by a thoughtful discussion about what it all means here in Dorset. It brought home how quickly big 
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national issues become local ones when you start talking about food, health, costs, and the places 

people care about most. It also underlined why our work to protect Dorset’s natural environment, 

and take practical action on climate and ecology, matters. 

  

And on a lighter note, our recent FIFA World Cup social media video - with the St George’s Cross 

set to fly over County Hall and Cllr Matt Bell showing off some football skills - was a good 

reminder of how moments like this can bring people together across Dorset. 

 

Thank you for reading, 

 

Cllr. Nick Ireland 

Leader of Dorset Council 
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Cost of living fund supports Dorset 

residents financially 
  

We have helped thousands of residents stay warm, fed and financially stable through our cost of 

living support programme and have committed to funding it for years to come. 

 

We invested £500,000 into the scheme in 2025/26 in addition to funding received from 

government through the Household Support Fund, supporting people facing rising costs with 
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housing, food and energy and money advice. We will now continue to invest £500,000 every year 

until at least 2029 to make sure help is there for those who need it most. 

 

The Dorset Together: Cost of Living Programme was set up to support residents struggling with 

everyday costs. It brings together council services, community groups and charities to provide 

practical help and early support before problems become crises. 

  

  

 

. 

  

 

Carers Week 2026 round-up 
  

As Carers Week 2026 comes to a close, thank you to everyone who has taken part and helped 

highlight the vital role of unpaid carers across Dorset. 

 

Throughout the week, we’ve shared videos from partners across health, care and the voluntary 

sector, showcasing the wide range of support available and encouraging more people to recognise 

themselves as carers. 

 

This year’s theme, Building Carer Friendly Communities, has focused on making sure carers feel 

understood, valued and supported, with access to help that is simple and timely. 

 

Read more  



Support for carers in Dorset is available all year round. This includes the Dorset Carer Service, 

digital tools like Bridgit offering 24/7 personalised information and advice, and a new hospital pilot 

at Dorset County Hospital. 
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Kings Award for Voluntary Services to 

Ferndown Community Support CIC 
  

Ferndown Community Support has received the prestigious King’s Award for Voluntary Service, 

presented by the Lord Lieutenant of Dorset, Michael Dooley. 

 

The award recognises the dedication of its 70 volunteers and the strong support from local people 

and businesses. Often described as the “MBE for voluntary groups”, only a small number are given 

across the UK each year. 

 

Since starting during the Covid pandemic in 2020, the charity has grown to offer a wide range of 

help. This includes a food bank and larder, a medicines service, befriending, wellbeing checks, and 

Find out more about support for carers  



support for people who cannot get out to shop. It also runs community events to bring people 

together. 

 

The Lord Lieutenant praised the group for not just giving their time, but also offering hope, 

compassion and vital support to residents. 

 

Councillors also highlighted how the volunteers have made a real difference, helping people feel 

valued and supported, and showing what communities can achieve when they come together. 
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Shared Lives carers recognised at 

Dorset celebration event 
  

We were delighted to welcome the Mayor of Dorchester Les Fry and Mayoress Julie Fry to our 

Shared Lives Celebration at the Dorset History Centre this week. 

 

The event celebrated our Shared Lives Carers and the success stories of our service users, and 

saw the launch of our new carer recruitment campaign. Shared Lives is a community-based model 

of care that matches self-employed carers with people aged over 16 who have care and support 

needs. The support is provided in the carer's home, enabling service users to live gloriously 

ordinary lives within their communities. 

 



Councillor Steve Robinson, Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care, said: "Our Shared Lives 

programme continues to stand out as one of the most compassionate and effective forms of adult 

social care in the county, offering adults who need support the chance to live as part of a 

welcoming household rather than in traditional residential settings.  

 

"Shared Lives Carers - normal everyday people - open their homes to provide long-term 

placements, short breaks and day support for people with learning disabilities, autism, mental 

health needs and older residents. The model is built on trust, stability and genuine human 

connection. I am immensely proud of this programme, which represents the very best of Dorset's 

values: community-based support, dignity, prevention and a belief that people thrive when they are 

included, not isolated." 
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Aspire Adoption marks Pride month with 

LGBTQ+ adopter stories and events 
  

June is a time to celebrate love, identity, and the many ways families are made. Around 1 in 4 in 

the UK who adopt are LGBTQ+ and at Aspire Adoption, the Regional Adoption Agency for Dorset 

and BCP Councils, we proudly stand alongside LGBTQ+ adopters, prospective adopters and young 

people. 

 

mailto:aspireevents@aspireadoption.co.uk?subject=&body=


Pride Month gives us a special opportunity to highlight the voices of LGBTQ+ adopters, whose 

stories reflect the strength, resilience and love that adoption is all about and we are delighted to be 

joined at both our lunchtime online information session next week, and in-person event in July, by 

adopters from the LGBTQ+ community to share their experiences. 

 

Our information sessions are relaxed, commitment-free events where prospective parents can 

learn about the adoption process. Everyone thinking about adoption is warmly invited to attend. 

 

Upcoming Information Sessions: 

• Thursday 18th June ONLINE lunchtime session, 12:30–1:30pm 

• Wednesday 15th July IN PERSON meet up in the Dorchester area, 6–8pm 

Whether you’re just beginning to explore adoption or already considering your next steps, we’d love 

to welcome you. 

 

Please email for more information and to book. 

  

 

  

 

Looking to find out what else is happening in Dorset?  

 

You’ve come to the right place as Visit Dorset has a fantastic events calendar for you to enjoy.  

  

  

 

More news: 

• Wimborne bridge footway and signals trial to end early 

• New hospital discharge carers pilot launched 

Find out what’s on  
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• Local events support ageing well 

• Updated ‘Bridgit’ platform offers round the clock AI support for Dorset carers 

• View and comment on the revised Bere Regis Neighbourhood Plan 
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