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| wanted this week to reflect on Tuesday’s Cabinet. As it was the last

meeting before the summer holidays, there was a packed agenda.

One of the papers was about tourism and we agreed to allocate some
money to improve tourism across Dorset. The visitor economy is really
important for us, particularly at this time of year with Weymouth,
Swanage and other towns full of people. As a council, we are keen to
invest in Dorset’s appeal as a destination, not just during the peak
holiday season but throughout the year, helping to attract more visitors,

support local businesses and strengthen the economy across all seasons.
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We also discussed our Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Reform Plan, which has
been developed with partners across education, health and care, with support from families,
children and young people. The plan sets out how Dorset will strengthen its SEND system over the
next three years. For us, it is about making sure that children and young people get the right
support at the right time, as close to home as possible and go on to lead fulfilling, independent

lives.

The plan is not only about improving support for children and young people. It also helps address
the significant financial pressures that SEND services face nationally. Like many councils, Dorset
has seen spending on specialist support rise well beyond the funding provided by Government. As
part of the reform programme, the Government has agreed to write off most of Dorset's historic

SEND deficit, helping place services on a more sustainable footing for the future.

Finally, we discussed the Government-backed e-scooter trial operating in Weymouth and Portland,
Dorchester, Corfe Mullen, Upton and Lytchett Minster. The trial will continue until next year and will
help inform future national legislation. It is also an opportunity to explore new ways of making
short journeys without relying on the car. With many local trips being less than five miles, e-
scooters could play a role in reducing congestion and carbon emissions while giving people

another travel option. | will be interested to see what residents think of the scheme.
Have a great weekend.

CllIr. Nick Ireland

Leader of Dorset Council
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Free bus travel and cheaper days out for

Dorset families this summer

Families across Dorset can enjoy free bus travel for children and cheaper days out this summer

through the UK Government's Great British Summer Savings campaign.

Throughout August, children aged five to 15 can travel free on local bus services in England.
Families can also access discounts on attractions, cinemas, theatres, museums and restaurants

until 1 September, helping make school holiday days out more affordable.

The campaign aims to help families make the most of the summer holidays while supporting

businesses, attractions and visitor destinations across the country.

Many of Dorset's most popular destinations can be reached by bus, including beaches, market
towns, museums, country parks and visitor attractions. The council-supported Core Route network
and wider bus services make it easier for families to explore more of the county without relying on

a car, while taking advantage of free travel for children during August.

Find out more




Could your home be more energy

efficient?

Whether you're looking to reduce your energy bills, make your home more comfortable, or explore
improvements such as insulation, heating upgrades or solar panels, the free Homewise tool can

help.

Available to Dorset residents, Homewise provides personalised, impartial advice based on your
home and budget. Simply answer a few questions and you'll receive a tailored action plan showing

improvements that could work for you, along with estimated costs and potential savings.

If you've already used Homewise and found it helpful, Energy Saving Trust would love to hear
about your experience. Some users may be invited to take part in a short phone call and contribute
to a written or filmed case study to help others make informed decisions about improving their
homes.

As a thank you, selected participants will receive a £100 voucher from Energy Saving Trust.

If you're interested, contact climate@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk.

Find out more
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Dorset sets out next steps to improve
support for children and young people
with SEND

Families of children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) are
being reassured that improving support, inclusion and outcomes remains a priority as Dorset
Council sets out its local SEND Reform Plan which was discussed at Dorset Council’s Cabinet

meeting.

The plan has been developed with partners across education, health and care with support from
families, children and young people with SEND. It builds on Dorset's strong track record of
partnership working and the positive findings from Dorset's 2024 Ofsted SEND inspection, helping

create a more inclusive, responsive and sustainable system for the future.

The plan sets out how Dorset will strengthen its SEND system over the next three years, building
on work already underway locally to ensure children and young people get the right support at the

right time, as close to home as possible and go on to lead fulfilling, independent lives.

Read more
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WHAT'S ON

Looking to find out what else is happening in Dorset?

You've come to the right place as Visit Dorset has a fantastic events calendar for you to enjoy.

Find out what's on

More news:

e New housing scheme provides a Little Moor help for young adults with support needs

e A safer place to cross Chickerell Road, Weymouth

e Shared Lives scheme helps Marc thrive in a supportive family home

Find out where our
maintenance crews will be
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