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Dorset is constantly changing, but some of the most important 

improvements are the ones that help us enjoy where we live while 

protecting what makes our county special. 

 

This can take many forms. It might mean opening up Dorset's industrial 

heritage for a new generation to discover, while giving families and 

visitors another way to experience our landscape. It can mean improving 

a busy route so that it is greener, more welcoming and better able to 

withstand periods of heavy rain. 
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It can also mean coming together as a community. This weekend, IRONMAN 70.3 returns to 

Weymouth and Dorchester for its tenth year, bringing athletes and supporters from around the 

world to Dorset. The event showcases our county, supports local businesses and depends on the 

energy, patience and goodwill of residents, volunteers and partners. 

 

Community action is also at the heart of Recycle Week. Every item recycled correctly helps reduce 

waste and keeps valuable materials in use for longer. Small actions, taken by thousands of people, 

really do add up. 

 

Having a say in Dorset's future also means understanding the choices behind local services. Our 

online budget simulator lets you step into the decision-maker's shoes and see the difficult trade-

offs involved in balancing the council's finances. Why not have a go and see where you would 

invest, save or prioritise? 

 

Dorset's greatest strength has always been the people who care about it. Whether through 

volunteering, supporting local events, looking after our environment or simply being a good 

neighbour, each of us can play a part in keeping Dorset a wonderful place to live, work, and visit. 

 

Cllr. Nick Ireland 

Leader of Dorset Council 
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Could you balance our budget? 
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Try our Budget Simulator and explore the difficult choices involved in closing a £35 million budget 

gap.  

 

Balancing Dorset Council’s multi-million-pound budget is no easy task - and hundreds of residents 

have already experienced that first-hand by using the interactive tool. Based on real services and 

real financial pressures, it gives you the chance to see what decisions you would make. 
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World famous triathlon makes 10th 

return to Dorset 
  

This year’s IRONMAN 70.3 triathlon takes place on Sunday 20 September 2026, marking the 

event's 10th year in Weymouth and Dorchester. 

 

And for the first time, IRONKIDS is also coming to Weymouth. The event on Saturday 19 

September, will see up to 1000 children aged 3 to 15 years run between 500 metres and 1.5 

kilometres around the Pavilion area, finishing on the famous red carpet. 

Have a go  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Fworld-famous-triathlon-makes-10th-return-to-dorset&data=05%7C02%7C%7C8e6b174d66704be0d5f408df15a6fe9b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639253479107800063%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xi67Ec6YUA1z3ZRGo51kOZV1UgCEGOj%2BSmpxPASff%2Fw%3D&reserved=0


 

Residents, businesses and visitors are encouraged to plan ahead, as there will be road closures, 

parking restrictions and travel changes across parts of Dorset before and during the event 

weekend. 

 

On Sunday 20 September, Weymouth Household Recycling Centre (HRC) will be closed all day and 

Dorchester HRC will be closed from 9am to 2pm. Please use alternative sites or visit another day. 
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Dorset backs Recycle Week campaign to 

boost recycling and cut waste 
  

We are supporting Recycle Week 2026 (14 to 20 September), the UK's biggest annual celebration 

of recycling, encouraging residents to recycle more of the right things, more often. The national 

campaign, led by Recycle Now, highlights how everyday items can be transformed into valuable 

new products when recycled correctly. 

 

Read more  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Fdorset-backs-recycle-week-campaign-to-boost-recycling-and-cut-waste&data=05%7C02%7C%7C8e6b174d66704be0d5f408df15a6fe9b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639253479107997566%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8JiubAlts1rUj86aFu7j81uSrIRpmGAgKBDE06uZUcc%3D&reserved=0


Thanks to the efforts of residents across Dorset, the county already has one of the best recycling 

records in the country. But recycling the right items in the right place remains just as important as 

ever. 

 

Each year, billions of recyclable items across the UK are thrown away instead of being recycled. 

When materials are recycled correctly, they stay in use for longer, helping to reduce waste, save 

natural resources and cut carbon emissions. 
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New Clay Trail opens at Purbeck Park 

celebrating Dorset's industrial heritage 
  

Families, dog walkers and nature lovers are invited to explore a new Clay Trail at Purbeck Mining 

Museum, officially opening tomorrow (19 September). 

 

Located at Purbeck Park near Corfe Castle, the new trail gives visitors the chance to discover how 

ball clay mining helped shape the area. 

 

The trail will help reduce recreational pressure on Dorset's internationally important heathlands, 

supporting efforts to protect rare wildlife and sensitive habitats. 

  

Read more  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Fnew-clay-trail-opens-at-purbeck-park-celebrating-dorset-s-industrial-heritage&data=05%7C02%7C%7C8e6b174d66704be0d5f408df15a6fe9b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639253479108158460%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FNKrycquhAAnql2SZvaZ8sDF%2Ft9cY2Bg6oE%2FRI61gCc%3D&reserved=0


  

 

. 

  

 

Build confidence and enjoy the benefits 

of cycling 
  

Whether you haven't ridden a bike for years or need additional support to get started, there are 

opportunities across Dorset to help you enjoy cycling in a safe, friendly and supportive 

environment. 

 

Get Back in the Saddle sessions are designed for adults who want to regain their confidence and 

rediscover the enjoyment of cycling. The free one-hour volunteer-led rides are relaxed, welcoming 

and tailored to help people return to cycling at their own pace. Routes are mainly traffic free.  

 

Accessible Cycling provides adapted cycles and specialist support, making it possible for people 

with disabilities, long-term health conditions or mobility challenges to experience the benefits of 

cycling. A range of adapted bikes is available, helping more people take part and find a cycling 

option that works for them. Donations are welcome to help maintain the bike fleet. 

 

Read more  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FrxU4Iuru4hg%3Fe%3D3d387e1378%26c2id%3Deb032035b3aefc22b5e507f6fffd1aed%26m%3DniLsZrA694myE_kXcUBom8Xo669geCKL8S2PAUnqMxr5wJaWlxLuHx7EPfzR&data=05%7C02%7C%7C8e6b174d66704be0d5f408df15a6fe9b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639253479108330843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x9tAD1TNSM1Uud1AcgYTdmIAbRn4XLnleGgg72C7A8E%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F15bVtJc9Wx1%3Fe%3D3d387e1378%26c2id%3Deb032035b3aefc22b5e507f6fffd1aed%26m%3DzMYFYs8nna033BTLWmAW8jbbhj9LI8Ewv1GCnO30aSyss6v4fjx3Ssp3YM-1&data=05%7C02%7C%7C8e6b174d66704be0d5f408df15a6fe9b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639253479108366343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q%2FegXdrZo%2FXGI3QqqGMe1dbqo3OvMvYkAdn5AEeFaEU%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk%2Fsport-leisure%2Fgetting-active-schemes-and-groups%2Fhealth-and-activity&data=05%7C02%7C%7C8e6b174d66704be0d5f408df15a6fe9b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639253479108295549%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JsjuzbB0jtnMnXo4xQCH0aiZiy8eH3u%2FovL0Y%2F9jHc4%3D&reserved=0


Cycling is a great way to stay active, improve wellbeing and connect with others in your 

community. Whether you're looking to build your confidence, move more or simply enjoy being 

outdoors, there's support available to help you get started. 

  

  

 

  

 

Looking to find out what else is happening in Dorset?  

 

You’ve come to the right place as Visit Dorset has a fantastic events calendar for you to enjoy.  

  

  

 

More news: 

• Dorset joins South West push to help more people quit smoking 

• Public realm and drainage improvements for Fairfield Road, Dorchester 

  

 

Find out more about getting active with us  

Find out what’s on  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F5JWbiTqZLhf%3Fe%3D3d387e1378%26c2id%3Deb032035b3aefc22b5e507f6fffd1aed%26m%3Dji3kA6p4kr93BBqGwBNpQEadqcOt6iEbEUF5UjqDcwGRWp49esjaD0RaBWX4&data=05%7C02%7C%7C8e6b174d66704be0d5f408df15a6fe9b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639253479108650632%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VqYATXhuSeRh%2BfNoRdizugbFPJIFvDgi5ZUl8jb5Bqw%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F13sRt66heUO%3Fe%3D3d387e1378%26c2id%3Deb032035b3aefc22b5e507f6fffd1aed%26m%3DF5vTgb0zZWN-9ctEQDutnH0zpeVMouGrBFcv8W4nzY4h8ZzzXxancZI8_y-9&data=05%7C02%7C%7C8e6b174d66704be0d5f408df15a6fe9b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639253479108695440%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JoXRlluVY8rbQtsjmHraTRJ35Yd%2B86tKtphAFS0Omvo%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.visit-dorset.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C8e6b174d66704be0d5f408df15a6fe9b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639253479108531432%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=24Kc4hGmvtIT%2BNMXqGFAUjbwidFswvvFZlt9d0Bstjo%3D&reserved=0
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