
Flood Management in Cheselbourne 

As residents may be aware, the small stream which runs though our valley can increase in volume 

during periods of heavy or prolonged rainfall, usually during the winter months.  This might be 

termed ‘nuisance flooding’ e.g. water breaching the stream banks and coming into gardens, rise in 

groundwater etc., rather than ‘internal flooding’ which is when flood water enters into property and 

buildings.  

As we have a fairly steep catchment in our valley, flood water can rise quite quickly with run-off from 

fields and hard surfaces, but fortunately it will also tend to run through into the Devil’s Brook and 

then on to the river Piddle quickly. A surge might last 3-4 hours, depending on the amount of rainfall, 

but will begin to reduce from around 2 hours after the rain stops. 

It is as well to be prepared for any incidents such as these surges, especially as the frequency and 

severity of flooding appears to be increasing year on year.  

We cannot control the weather, but we can control its impact and our response. This section 

therefore contains some useful information about groundwater flooding, property flood resilience, 

flood safety and flood recovery. There is a link to The Flood Hub, which while based in the North 

West of England, does provide helpful general advice and information which is applicable elsewhere 

and it is a site recommended by the Environment Agency.  Additionally, further information is 

provided by the Environment Agency, including a facility to register for flood alerts. 

If you have any comments or questions, please do not hesitate to contact the village Flood Warden 

Graham Waters who is also a Parish Councillor on 07904 584310, or by email on 

graham.waters@cheselbourneparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

https://thefloodhub.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/check-long-term-flood-risk
https://www.gov.uk/get-flood-warnings
mailto:graham.waters@cheselbourneparishcouncil.gov.uk

