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This week’s heat isn’t just about warm weather, it’s about what happens 

next. 

 

People often say “it’s just summer” or point to years like 1976. And yes, 

hot spells aren’t new. But what’s changing is how often they happen. 

Across the UK, the number of “hot” days (28°C) has more than doubled 

since the late 20th century, and “very hot” days above 30°C have more 

than trebled. 

 

So, this isn’t about one-off extremes. It’s about a changing pattern.  
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Warmer, drier summers alongside wetter winters are becoming more common. That puts pressure 

on roads, water supplies, wildlife, homes, and people’s health. We see it here in Dorset too, with 

higher wildfire risk during dry spells, more strain on vulnerable residents during heat, and heavier 

downpours that can overwhelm drainage when the rain finally comes.  

 

That’s why our focus is on practical steps that make everyday life work better in changing 

conditions - creating cooler, shaded spaces, managing water more carefully, restoring nature, and 

designing places that cope with extremes, not just averages.  

 

There’s good progress underway across Dorset , and it matters more with every hot spell. 

 

While we continue to cut emissions for the long term, we also need to be ready for the impacts 

we’re already seeing now. That means adapting how we live, how we plan our places, and how we 

support those most at risk. We all have a part to play, by reducing our impact over time, and by 

helping our communities cope today. 

 

In the meantime, take a few simple steps: stay hydrated, avoid the hottest part of the day, keep 

homes shaded, and check in on anyone who might struggle in the heat.  

 

Cllr. Nick Ireland 

Leader of Dorset Council 
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Work underway at Dorset's largest lower 

cost homes development 

  

SNG (Sovereign Network Group) and the Duchy of Cornwall have completed contracts, confirming 

the development of 107 affordable homes at Four Paddocks in St Georges Road, Dorchester, 

where developer CG Fry & Son has started work on site. 

 

With construction now underway, the Mayor of Dorchester, Cllr Les Fry BEM, visited the site to 

celebrate the start of works and the progress made to date.  

 

The Four Paddocks scheme will be 100% affordable, making it the largest affordable homes 

scheme delivered in Dorset in many years and a significant boost to the supply of much needed 

housing for local people. 

 

Of the 107 homes, 66 will be available for Affordable Rent to people on Dorset Council’s housing 

register, with a further 41 offered through Shared Ownership, providing a more affordable route 

onto the housing ladder for local people. 

  

  

 

. 

  

 

Read more  
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More Dorset communities invited to 

shape new 20mph schemes 

  

Dorset residents are seeing safer, calmer streets as the council rolls out its most ambitious 

programme of 20mph schemes to date with more communities now invited to have their say on 

the next phase. 

 

Since 2022, we have delivered 21 schemes to reduce traffic speeds to 20mph in residential areas 

and village centres, making streets safer and more pleasant for people to live, walk and cycle. They 

are introduced following requests from town and parish councils and a legal process known as a 

Traffic Regulation Order. 

 

We are now moving into the fourth phase of schemes, which will include seventeen schemes 

across Dorset. Public consultation for the first tranche is already live, giving residents the chance 

to comment on proposals. 
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Find out more  
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Applications to become the next Dorset 

Town of Culture are open  

  

Towns across Dorset are being invited to apply to become the next Dorset Town of Culture, with 

£30,000 in match-funding from Dorset Council to help bring ambitious community-led 

programmes to life.  

 

Applications for the 2027 title are open now and will close on Monday 13 July 2026.   

 

The initiative gives one town each year the chance to lead a programme of arts, events and 

creative activity that brings people together, supports local pride and boosts the area’s profile.  
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Join the Summer Reading Challenge 

2026 

  

Read more  
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The Reading Agency, in partnership with libraries and powered by Universal Music UK, launches 

the Summer Reading Challenge 2026: Read to the Beat, with Super Sign-up Saturday on Saturday 4 

July. 

 

Children will be able to discover the joy of reading through the Summer Reading Challenge, with a 

fantastic range of books inspired by music from around the world. They will be able to explore 

stories, poetry, graphic novels, and non- fiction for all reading levels. 

 

Best of all, books are FREE to borrow from your local library.  

 

As part of the National Year of Reading, Dorset libraries are encouraging families to make reading 

part of their summer adventures. Children can set their reading goals and enjoy rewards along the 

way. 
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Preventing homelessness and rough 

sleeping across Dorset 

  

Read more  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Fpreventing-homelessness-and-rough-sleeping-across-dorset&data=05%7C02%7C%7C214c3dd94d854d5a7adf08ded3a50228%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639180902812492071%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RlasTfgiSGq%2FkcwTDKmoGa4fiJfQN8NVZ9DG%2BIYwskk%3D&reserved=0


Prevention and early intervention are set to be key themes in Dorset Council’s new Homelessness 

and Rough Sleeping Strategy, which will be going out to a full public consultation later this year.  

 

In the past 15 months, we have:  

• Opened five high-quality affordable homes for people and families who are homeless or at 

risk of homelessness at Hardy House, Portland  

• Opened with the Salvation Army supported living scheme for 18-25 year olds, who are at 

risk of becoming homeless at West Farm, to provide a stable and safe environment for the 

young adults and teach them new skills.  

• Launched 5 new multicoloured self-contained modular flats for former rough 

sleepers with The Bus Shelter Project to help people live more independently  

• Opened a new supported accommodation service for vulnerable women with experience of 

homelessness and rough sleeping at The Haven. The new 6-bed housing scheme includes 

24/7 onsite support services, delivered by an all-female staff  

Our homelessness prevention performance continues to exceed the national average, and the 

council is now set to make better use of data to identify households who potentially may be at risk.  
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Read more  
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New project aims to make Weymouth 

Beach a leading example in beach 

accessibility 

  

People with disabilities and long-term health conditions in Dorset are set to benefit from improved 

access to beaches and the sea, as a new project gains momentum across the county.  

 

A pilot scheme at Weymouth Beach has secured funding from our Local Regeneration Fund and 

Community Infrastructure Levy, allowing partners to test what works before expanding 

improvements to other areas. 

 

The Beach Access Project, led by Will Behenna, a wheelchair user, will improve how people with a 

range of needs can safely reach and enjoy Dorset’s coastline and aims to make Dorset the UK’s 

leading inclusive blue space capital. 

 

It focuses on practical changes such as better pathways, specialist equipment, facilities, training 

and clear information, helping more people take part in beach life and access the sea.  

 

The work is shaped by national research led by Will Behenna, in partnership with the University of 

Brighton. Their report on beach accessibility, launched in Parliament earlier this year, highlights the 

need for access to blue space, the barriers many people face and sets out how coastal areas can 

become more inclusive. 

  

  

 

  

Read more  



 

Looking to find out what else is happening in Dorset?  

 

You’ve come to the right place as Visit Dorset has a fantastic events calendar for you to enjoy.  

  

  

 

More news: 

• Dorset Council stands firm against Portland incinerator proposals 

• Weymouth’s bus shelters ‘fit for a king’ following transformation work  

• Housing needs survey underway for the parishes of Corfe Castle and Worth Matravers 

• Designs for Victoria Road, Ferndown ready to view 

• Work begins on final stage of North Quay harbour improvements in Weymouth  

• Weymouth Harbour launches new refuelling service for fishing boats and visitors 

• Russian oil tanker remains safely anchored off Weymouth under government detention  
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