
 

If the hyperlinks “Read More” in the document do not work, please use this link to view online: View this 

email in your browser 

View this email in your browser  

       

 

 

24 July 2026 
  

In this issue 

• Annual Report shows how Dorset Council is delivering for residents 

• Residents invited to help shape the future of Dorset's rights of way network 

• Government planning changes force us to take new Local Plan route 

• Grants of between £1,000 and £25,000 available for community facilities 

• What’s on in Dorset 

• More news 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

Sometimes it is worth taking a step back from the day-to-day demands 

of council life and looking at the bigger picture. 

 

Over the past year, I have seen first-hand the commitment, creativity and 

determination that exists across Dorset. Whether it's supporting 

vulnerable residents, helping deliver new affordable homes, investing in 

our communities, backing local businesses or protecting our 

environment, there is a huge amount of work taking place every day to 

make Dorset an even better place to live. 

 

 

Read more  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fdorsetcouncil%2Fnews-updates-and-snippets-from-the-world-of-corporate-services-4860633%3Fe%3D3d387e1378&data=05%7C02%7C%7C74ecf591cad744cceea308dee9a60c28%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639205096530829591%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oGL0spa8KebVbfh2T2%2BynBKtdQeyQxx6Hj0Yee%2BowLc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fdorsetcouncil%2Fnews-updates-and-snippets-from-the-world-of-corporate-services-4860633%3Fe%3D3d387e1378&data=05%7C02%7C%7C74ecf591cad744cceea308dee9a60c28%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639205096530829591%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oGL0spa8KebVbfh2T2%2BynBKtdQeyQxx6Hj0Yee%2BowLc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fdorsetcouncil%2Fnews-updates-and-snippets-from-the-world-of-corporate-services-4860633%3Fe%3D3d387e1378&data=05%7C02%7C%7C74ecf591cad744cceea308dee9a60c28%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639205096530829591%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oGL0spa8KebVbfh2T2%2BynBKtdQeyQxx6Hj0Yee%2BowLc%3D&reserved=0
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Our Annual Report brings all of that together. It reflects on the progress we have made, the 

challenges we continue to face and the ambitions that are driving us forward. 

 

Local government is operating in a demanding environment, and there is no shortage of issues still 

to tackle. But it is equally important to recognise what has been achieved and the positive 

difference that work is making to residents' lives. I'm incredibly proud of what has been 

accomplished over the past year by our staff, councillors, partners and volunteers. Their efforts 

help strengthen communities, support those who need us most and ensure Dorset remains a 

special place to live, work and visit. 

 

As we look ahead, we will continue building on that progress. There is still much more to do, but 

there is also every reason to be optimistic about Dorset's future. 

 

If you would like to learn more about what Dorset Council has delivered over the past year and the 

priorities that will shape the years ahead, I encourage you to take a look at the Annual Report.  

 

Cllr. Nick Ireland 

Leader of Dorset Council 
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Annual Report shows how Dorset 

Council is delivering for residents 
  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FoLHYp3EaGef%3Fe%3D3d387e1378%26c2id%3Deb032035b3aefc22b5e507f6fffd1aed%26m%3DTBGSXFe1oNiwD6aBwIcxLMJkTZi4fB5P_GGsBfEL1gRqeVS4Oq-Toarug2V-&data=05%7C02%7C%7C74ecf591cad744cceea308dee9a60c28%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639205096531236982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GRZiodoxTS5JIEoPhtgCN8nExhX7Qw4jITuNQWH%2BrVc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F15JFZ5id0o5%3Fe%3D3d387e1378%26c2id%3Deb032035b3aefc22b5e507f6fffd1aed%26m%3DApwA02YRl0S56UApqB1b5VVKnJQ1IeXXEWNF-htUGeYwP1hMjbKgQYgWHi8q&data=05%7C02%7C%7C74ecf591cad744cceea308dee9a60c28%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639205096531262096%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=coPc%2FnJuX4Nt5fGArZvRS4twhTGK1aT3qfOI0G%2BSUXE%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Fannual-report-shows-how-dorset-council-is-delivering-for-residents&data=05%7C02%7C%7C74ecf591cad744cceea308dee9a60c28%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639205096531355344%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xJE2POK6qynVS9aNsr3diCbDO0drR5x2RNQefPpGnRI%3D&reserved=0


We have published our Annual Report for 2025/26, showing strong progress in key areas that 

matter to residents, including housing, community support, the local economy and the 

environment. 

 

The report, which covers April 2025 to March 2026, sets out how the council is delivering our 

Council Plan priorities. It gives a clear, public overview of what has been achieved over the past 

year, what is improving, and where further work is needed. 

 

Highlights from the report include: 

• 423 affordable homes delivered and 25 long-term empty homes brought back into use 

• Temporary accommodation use reduced by 9%, helping more residents stay in settled 

homes 

• More than 700 businesses supported through Growth Hub programmes. 

• 59.4% of household waste recycled, reused or composted, among the highest rates in 

England. 

• Our children's Services were rated Outstanding by Ofsted. 

• Adult Social Care rated Good by the Care Quality Commission. 
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Read more  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Fresidents-invited-to-help-shape-the-future-of-dorset-s-rights-of-way-network-1&data=05%7C02%7C%7C74ecf591cad744cceea308dee9a60c28%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639205096531509916%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MC1cDLjsqdHOZaLgO5i2W6NJegJ1W13dJdICEJhwaeQ%3D&reserved=0


Residents invited to help shape the 

future of Dorset's rights of way network 
  

From the school run and daily dog walks to cycling commutes and family days out in the 

countryside, Dorset's network of public footpaths, bridleways and byways plays an important role 

in the lives of thousands of residents and visitors every day. 

 

Now we want to hear from residents about how those routes could be managed over the next 

decade. 

 

We have launched a three-month consultation today this week on the draft Dorset Rights of Way 

Improvement Plan (ROWIP). The plan sets out how Dorset's network of public rights of way could 

become more accessible, better connected and easier for people to use for recreation, active 

travel and everyday journeys. 
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Government planning changes force 

new Local Plan route 
  

Read more  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Fgovernment-planning-changes-force-dorset-council-to-take-new-local-plan-route&data=05%7C02%7C%7C74ecf591cad744cceea308dee9a60c28%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639205096531639366%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pd4Eh7OtbyDDx%2F3Qy7uawFuBc3O9IDWCW10CVL88VT8%3D&reserved=0


We are proposing a new route to preparing its Local Plan after Government changes to planning 

rules, housing requirements and deadlines left the council unable to prepare a sound Local Plan 

under the previous system. 

 

A Local Plan helps decide where new homes, jobs and infrastructure should go. It gives councils 

more influence over development and helps ensure roads, schools, healthcare facilities, and other 

services are planned alongside growth. 

 

We have spent several years preparing a Local Plan for Dorset, supported by extensive technical 

studies and feedback from more than 9,000 consultation responses. 

 

However, while that work was underway, the Government introduced a new plan-making system, 

effectively doubled Dorset's housing requirement, and set a December 2026 deadline for plans 

being prepared under previous arrangements. These changes, together with further evidence and 

assessment work needed to ensure the plan is sound, mean it is no longer possible to complete 

the current Local Plan under the old system. 

  

  

 

. 

  

 

Grants of between £1,000 and £25,000 

available for community facilities 
  

Through our Capital Leverage Fund, we can provide funding for improvements to community 

buildings, sports facilities, play areas or public spaces. 

Find out more  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk%2Fw%2Fcapital-leverage-fund&data=05%7C02%7C%7C74ecf591cad744cceea308dee9a60c28%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639205096531739876%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EJQAR9pWzWrrQtDkSM5DdLa2n5U8OLmC34NXeA1edQw%3D&reserved=0


 

The first assessment date in September is fast-approaching so, if you are ready, please apply 

soon. Awards will be considered again in January 2027.  

 

You might be thinking about upgrading your village hall, creating new community facilities, 

improving recreation spaces or supporting arts, culture, heritage or climate initiatives. 

 

Grants can cover up to 20 per cent of total project costs. Applicants must secure the remaining 

80% before funding is released. 

 

If that funding could be useful to get your project off the ground, or move to the next phase, get in 

touch! 

  

  

 

  

 

Looking to find out what else is happening in Dorset?  

 

You’ve come to the right place as Visit Dorset has a fantastic events calendar for you to enjoy.  

  

  

 

More news: 

• Community Conversations launch across Dorset to strengthen partnership working and 

enable local decision-making 

Read more  

Find out what’s on  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F13q5sntpHFN%3Fe%3D3d387e1378%26c2id%3Deb032035b3aefc22b5e507f6fffd1aed%26m%3DDNKFgzMd5Gr6H35Ri9beQZFqt06fg9ydvSGDurCkt7Q_O-35wG_8JpSBU6BA&data=05%7C02%7C%7C74ecf591cad744cceea308dee9a60c28%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639205096532032353%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wZXnEom%2BsIcoy5SPC%2BCHyeq9cP%2BlwnpxWlZcup8czf8%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F13q5sntpHFN%3Fe%3D3d387e1378%26c2id%3Deb032035b3aefc22b5e507f6fffd1aed%26m%3DDNKFgzMd5Gr6H35Ri9beQZFqt06fg9ydvSGDurCkt7Q_O-35wG_8JpSBU6BA&data=05%7C02%7C%7C74ecf591cad744cceea308dee9a60c28%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639205096532032353%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wZXnEom%2BsIcoy5SPC%2BCHyeq9cP%2BlwnpxWlZcup8czf8%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.visit-dorset.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C74ecf591cad744cceea308dee9a60c28%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639205096531920858%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G8HMfi%2Bs0u0Fn1W16%2BG3J4%2B5MTPGee06zVpl1qyye%2FQ%3D&reserved=0


• Gearing up for more buses to Weymouth with new summer park & ride timetable 

• 24 lower-cost homes set to support local families in North Dorset 

• Residents invited to have their say on Bradford Abbas and Clifton Maybank Neighbourhood 

Plan 
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