CHESELBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 5™ MAY 2026
FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING, AT CHESELBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Present: Clirs R Hall, G Waters, N Searle, D Walsh
Chair: Clir A Taylor

Clerk: Mrs A Crocker

Also present: No members of the public

1. Election of the Chair

26.001 Cllr Walsh proposed Cllr Taylor. This was seconded by Cllr Hall and agreed unanimously. Cllr
Taylor agreed to take the role for one more year and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of
Office in the presence of the meeting. Thanks are extended to Clir Taylor for, once again,
agreeing to stand.

2. Election of the Vice Chair

26.002 Cllr Taylor proposed Cllr Waters. This was seconded by Cllr Searle and agreed unanimously. Cllr
Waters agreed to take the role for the year and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office in
the presence of the meeting.

3. Apologies for absence

26.003 Apologies have been received from Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes.

Cllr Taylor informed the meeting that this is Cllr Searle’s last meeting. Our grateful thanks are
extended to her for all the work she has put into the Council during her tenure. Cllr Searle has
been instrumental in starting and maintaining many projects, including the book share, litter
picks, speed watch and assisting with the 20mph initiative. Her knowledge and enthusiasm will
be greatly missed. She has kindly offered to continue to look after the bus shelter book share and
help on litter picks. She will be putting a small article in the Village News telling everyone what
it is like to be a Councillor and encouraging anyone thinking about joining to do so.

4. To receive declarations of interest and requests for dispensations

26.004 No interests were declared.

5. Confirmation of Councillors’ roles for the coming vear

26.005 The following roles were agreed:
- Finance — all members
- Planning — all members
- Highways and Transport — CllIr Taylor
- Asset Management — Cllrs Hall and Taylor
- Flooding and Environment — Cllrs Waters and Hall
- Website and IT — ClIr Walsh
- Emergency Planning — all members
- DAPTC representative — CllIr Taylor
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6.

To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 2" March 2026

26.006 Cllr Searle proposed the meetings to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This

1.

was seconded by Cllr Walsh and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the
presence of the meeting.

Matters arising for report only

26.007 No matters arising not on the agenda.

8.

To receive the Dorset Councillor’s Report

26.008 A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. No comments were made.

9.

To receive the latest Police Report

26.009 A copy of the latest report was issued with the agenda. Cllr Searle reported that she had followed

10.

up on two points raised at the March meeting:

- The ‘scam incident’ recorded on the police update provided — PCSO Dennison informed her
that it was something that was not likely to impact on other residents and to disclose further
information would compromise the personal data of the victim.

- Action being taken regarding the deer remains — The incident had been logged as community
intelligence with the Rural Crime Team who monitor all reports linked to poaching and illegal
hunting allegations.

To receive Parish Councillor’s Reports

26.010 Cllr Walsh reported that he has been looking at archiving some of the older information on the

11.

website and has spoken to Hugo Fox regarding amending the layout and adding more
photographs. At the moment, it does not seem possible to upload any large files. He and the Clerk
will liaise regarding required content.

Cllr Waters informed the meeting that he is currently reviewing the Emergency Plans and will
update them as necessary in due course.

ClIr Hall reported that the play park inspection has been undertaken for the month. Moving
forward, the report will include photographs of the equipment. Cllr Waters informed members
that he has spoken, once again, to the contractor regarding the work needed on the play park.

ClIr Taylor reported that he had checked the bus shelter and found that it needs some work to the
tiles and guttering. This will be put on the July agenda. The grass has been cut by Dorset Council
but has not been removed, as agreed, and, in the play park, the first cut should have included the
field outside the fenced area, but this has not been cut, and the arisings should be removed. The
Clerk will follow this up with Dorset Council.

ACTION: CLERK

Finance

26.011 Accounts for the year ended 31% April 2026

(1) To agree the bank reconciliation for the year ended 31%' March 2026 — Cllr Taylor
proposed the reconciliation is accepted. This was seconded by ClIr Searle and agreed
unanimously.
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(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

To confirm the position against budget as at 31% March 2026 — Cllr Waters proposed the
reconciliation is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Searle and agreed unanimously.

To confirm the Council meets the criteria of The Parish Councils (General Power of
Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012 — It was confirmed that the Council
continues to meet the criteria.

To agree the appointment of the Internal Auditor for the year to 31% March 2027 — Paula
Harding of Barker-Fox has been the internal auditor for several years and Clir Taylor
proposed we continue to use their services. This was seconded by Cllr Waters and agreed
unanimously.

26.012 Accounts for the period 1% April to 6™ May 2026

(@)

(i)

To approve the payments for May 2026 — The following payments had been requested:

Hugo Fox Email hosting 18.03.26 to 16.04.26 20.99
Hugo Fox Web hosting 24.03.26 to 21.04.26 11.99
HMRC April PAYE & NIC BACS130 44.40
A Crocker April salary and expenses BACSI131 211.82
Hugo Fox Email hosting 20.04.26 to 17.05.26 20.99
Hugo Fox Web hosting 23.04.26 to 21.05.26 11.99
Zurich Insurance renewal to 18.06.27 BACS132 605.37
HMRC May 2026 PAYE & NIC BACS133 44.40
A Crocker May 2026 salary & expenses BACS134 201.09
Lloyds Bank Account charges 10.02.26 to 09.03.26 4.25

The total amount requested is £1,177.29

Cllr Searle proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by CllIr Taylor and agreed
unanimously.

To approve the bank reconciliation and position against budget as at 27™ April 2026 —
Both reports were issued with the agenda. ClIr Taylor proposed they are accepted. This
was seconded by ClIr Waters and agreed unanimously.

12. Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025-2026

26.013 To review and approve the external audit Certificate of Exemption

As the income and expenditure for the year to 31% March 2026 does not exceed £25,000, the
Parish Council is able to submit a Certificate of Exemption. Cllr Taylor proposed the Certificate
of Exemption is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Hall and agreed unanimously. The
Certificate was signed by the Chair and RFO in the presence of the meeting.

26.014 To review and agree the Annual Governance Statement for 2025-26

A copy of the statement had been issued with the agenda. Each of the assertions was reviewed
and agreed. Cllr Waters proposed the Statement is accepted. The Chair and RFO signed the
Statement in the presence of the meeting.
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26.015 To review and agree the Annual Accounting Statement for the year ended 315 March 2026

The Accounting Statement had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Waters proposed the Statement
is accepted. This was seconded by ClIr Hall and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the
Statement in the presence of the meeting.

13. To review and confirm all policies and procedures of the Parish Council

26.016 All policies are available to view on the Parish Council website. No amendments were felt to be
necessary at this point.

14. To review and confirm the Asset Register and any leases held by the Parish Council

26.017 A copy of the Asset Register was issued with the agenda. The only lease currently held is with
Magna Housing for the play area. The only amended noted was that the Community Speed Watch
equipment is now held at Cllr Taylor’s house. With this amendment, ClIr Taylor proposed the
Asset Register to be correct and accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Waters and agreed
unanimously.

15. To review and approve the Council’s insurance

26.018 The Council’s insurers are Zurich and this is the second year of a three-year long-term agreement.

16. To consider planning applications received

26.019 There were no planning applications at the time of the meeting.

17. To review and confirm proposed meeting dates for 2026-2027 .

26.020 The proposed dates were issued with the agenda. Cllr Taylor proposed they were accepted and
this was seconded by ClIr Waters and agreed unanimously.

18. To consider the Statement of Reasonable Expectation

26.021 A copy of the Statement had been issued with the agenda. Members agreed that it should be
accepted in principle but more information as to what is likely to be expected of the Parish
Council are needed.

19. To receive an update on the play park

26.022 Cllr Hall reported that he had inspected the site and his report would be issued shortly.

20. To review membership of external bodies

26.023 The Parish Council is a member of the Dorset Association for Parish and Town Councils
(DAPTC). This includes membership of the National Association of Local Councils (NALC).
The Clerk is a member of the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) for which the Parish
Council pays her membership.

21. To review the banking arrangements

26.024 With so few Councillors, it was agreed that both ClIr Hall and Cllr Walsh should be added to the
bank account.

ACTION: CLERK
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22. To receive an update on PlusBus

26.025 The anticipated March meeting did not take place. Tim Christian of the Dorset Council
Community Transport team has offered to send through the latest data on usage. Cllr Searle will
carry on looking into this. It was noted that such information would be useful on a quarterly basis
in order to allow the Parish Council to make budgetary decisions. It was suggested that Mr
Christian is invited to a future meeting before the 2027 budget is set.

23. Date of next meeting

26.026 6 July 2026

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.18pm
Future meeting dates:

7" September 2026
2" November 2026
4™ January 2027

1% March 2027
Tuesday 4" May 2027
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