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One of the things I love about Dorset is the variety of places and

experiences we have on our doorstep. Whether it's visiting a market

town, spending time on our beautiful beaches, supporting local
businesses, or enjoying one of the many community events that take

place throughout the year, Dorset has so much to offer.

This weekend, Weymouth's Seafood Festival will once again bring
residents and visitors together to celebrate our wonderful coast. Events
like this are a reminder of how important it is that people can reach and

enjoy the places that matter to them.
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For many people, access shapes everyday life. It affects whether someone can get to work, reach

healthcare, visit local shops, spend time with family, or enjoy the places that make Dorset special.

That is why we need to keep looking at the practical barriers people face, and how we can remove
them. Sometimes that means improving transport connections. Sometimes it means making sure
parking works fairly and effectively. Sometimes it means designing public spaces so that more

people can use them safely, confidently and with dignity.

Dorset is a county of different needs. Our market towns, villages, rural communities, and coastal
places all face their own challenges. In some areas, the issue is distance. In others, it is
congestion, limited space, seasonal demand, or physical barriers that can prevent people from

fully participating in community life.

There is rarely one solution that works everywhere. But there is a clear responsibility to listen, use

evidence well, and make practical changes that reflect how people actually live.

If we get that right, we can help more residents stay independent, support local businesses, reduce

unnecessary journeys, and make Dorset's shared spaces easier for everyone to enjoy.

Whether it's improving access to Weymouth Beach, planning how people will travel around Dorset
in the years ahead, reviewing how parking serves our communities, or simply helping someone
attend an event like the Seafood Festival this weekend, the goal is the same: removing barriers and
creating opportunities. That's the kind of Dorset | want us to keep building together - connected,

inclusive and shaped around the needs of its communities.

CllIr. Nick Ireland

Leader of Dorset Council
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Early plans set out to strengthen public

and community transport across Dorset

We are exploring how public bus services and community transport could work better together to

improve journeys for residents across the county.

A new report, known as an Outline Business Case, has been published to help councillors review
the current system and consider options for the future. Outline Business Cases are used to

understand challenges and look at possible solutions before any decisions are made.

We will be gathering feedback on our business case over the coming months, starting with the

Place and Resources Overview committee on 9 July.

Read more
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Review aims to make Dorset parking

fairer, safer, greener and easier to use

We are reviewing how we manage our car parks, with early proposals aimed at making parking

fairer, safer, greener and easier to use for residents, businesses and visitors.

The review is the first time the council has used detailed data to understand how parking works

across Dorset.

It covers more than 80 council-run car parks and associated on-street parking, helping the council

build a clearer picture of where spaces are in demand and where they are underused.

These findings show a clear imbalance with some town centre and coastal car parks being well-

used, particularly in busy periods, while other car parks often remain largely empty.

In the busier towns this can lead to congestion, drivers circling for spaces, frustration for residents

and visitors, and poorer air quality.

The review also found that Dorset has fewer parking enforcement officers than similar councils,

which may contribute to unsafe or inconsiderate parking in some areas.

Find out more
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While Dorset sleeps, road improvements

continue

Most of us are winding down for the evening when our highways teams are getting ready to start

work.

Recently, crews carried out overnight resurfacing in Dorchester, replacing the old road surface with

a new one to help keep journeys safer and more comfortable for residents and visitors.

Working overnight allows essential maintenance to take place when traffic levels are much lower.
This helps reduce delays and disruption for people travelling during the day, while allowing teams

to complete work efficiently and safely.

Residents can keep up to date with planned resurfacing works and other highways projects
through our live updates page, which provides information about upcoming schemes across

Dorset.

Visit our live updates page
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Dorset to recognise NHS, social care
and frontline workers with flag-raising

ceremony

We held an NHS, Social Care and Frontline Workers’ Day Flag Raising Ceremony at 10am on Friday
3 July 2026. This took place at the Memorial outside County Hall in Dorchester, and was led by the
Chair of Council, Clir Stella Jones MBE.

The national NHS, Social Care and Frontline Workers’ Day takes place on Sunday (5 July).

5 July 1948 was an historic moment in our country’s history. It was the day our pioneering National

Health Service (NHS) was born, bringing free healthcare to everyone.

The NHS, Social Care and Frontline Workers’ Day Flag was raised during the ceremony to show our
gratitude to all NHS and frontline staff who worked so tirelessly during the Covid-19 pandemic, and
continue to do so on a daily basis. A one-minute silence was held to remember those who lost

their lives during this challenging time.

Read more
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WHAT'S ON

Looking to find out what else is happening in Dorset?

You've come to the right place as Visit Dorset has a fantastic events calendar for you to enjoy.

Find out what's on

More news:

e Weymouth Harbour recognised as one of UK's leading marinas

e Pride in Place board appointed for Littlemoor and Broadwey

e National award recognises innovative repairs at West Bay harbour

Find out where our
maintenance crews will be
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on our residents’
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£50 Love2Shop voucher
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