
MINITES OF THE CHESELBOURNE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 
TUESDAY 5TH MAY 2026 AT CHESELBOURNE VILLAGE HALL, 

COMMENCING 6.00PM 
 

Present:  Cllrs R Hall, G Waters, D Walsh, N Searle and 2 members of the public 

 

Chair:  Cllr A Taylor 

 

Guest Speaker: Brian Bleese, Chief Executive of Dorset Wildlife Trust (DWT) 

 

Cllr Taylor welcomed everyone to the meeting and gave a brief rundown of the past year.  

 

Cllr Nicky Searle will be stepping down from the Parish Council at the end of the Annual Parish 

Council meeting. Over her four years in post, she has worked tirelessly for the Council and 

community. She will be greatly missed. We now have only four out of seven available posts on 

the Council filled. Anyone who would like to join the Council is encouraged to contact any 

member of the Council or the Clerk. 

 

A full copy of the Chair’s Report is available on the Parish Council website. 

 

Brian Bleese was invited to address the meeting. In 2024, Dorset Wildlife Trust (DWT) 

attended the Annual Parish Meeting, having recently acquired Lyscombe Farm. Their main 

objective was to regenerate the chalk bowl downland – the only part of the site designated a 

SSSI. It is now being grazed by English Longhorns, and the first calves were born on site this 

year.  

 

A countryside stewardship higher tier application was submitted and accepted. Other 

restoration works included establishing the natural flow of the River Piddle. The concrete base 

from the farmyard has now been removed, and the culvert which ran under the concrete base 

has been lifted, allowing the river to flow as naturally as possible. Frog spawn is now 

reappearing in the stream which has been reestablished as a wide stream which flows through 

where the farmyard once was. Pictures of the before and after views of the farmyard were 

passed around and will be made available on the Parish Council website. The walls of the 

scheduled monument have been retained. One of the old buildings has been converted into a 

wildlife barn and contains bat boxes, swallow nesting cups, etc.   

 

The chapel and the old priest’s house – A grant has been obtained in order to enable DWT to 

undertake the restoration of the site and several people have subsequently approached them 

enquiring about the holding of ceremonies in the chapel. It was noted that the chapel is no 

longer consecrated and is unable to hold civil wedding ceremonies.  

 

DWT are working closely with the local farmer, and the next step will be to remove most of 

the internal fencing, then securely fence the boundary and, once this is done, focus can be made 

on the SSSI.  

 

Surveys to date have shown most visitors are local. One issue was the car park, which was 

getting very muddy in the winter. This is currently being upgraded with grass-screed – which 

is a porous surface and more wildlife friendly.  

 

New butterfly and bird species have been found to be reinhabiting the site and are thriving.  

 



The restoration of the old barns is well underway and should take another nine or ten months, 

after which the rest of the concrete in the old farmyard will be removed.  

 

Regular volunteer groups are working on the site and the small barn halfway down the 

driveway will be renovated and turned into a compostable toilet block with a lock up for use 

by the volunteers.  

 

There will be supplementary planting of natural tree species. There will also be woodland 

pasture grazing introduced.  

 

Control of ragwort and thistles – Ragwort along the boundaries will be pulled. However, within 

the site, they are an important resource for many species of insects and will be largely left. 

Experience on other sites has shown that, after the first year’s flush, the plants tend to reduce 

naturally. The more extensive grazing by the cattle should keep on top of any regrowth.  

 

Some of the funding for the site has come from nutrient neutrality. Since the start of the project, 

tests have shown that the nitrates in the groundwater on the site have reduced from 51% per 

millilitre to about 25% within a year. 

 

Funding has been guaranteed for 10 years which enables the immediate aims to be covered, 

including covering the cost of necessary staff. 

 

The overall aim is to add value to the local landscape and aid quality of life with the local and 

wider community.  

 

Thanks were extended to Brian for coming to talk to the meeting.  

 

Open Forum 

 

Discussion took place regarding the proposed siting of two large barns on farmland off Drakes 

Lane. The application has been approved as permitted development by Dorset Council, but 

concern was raised regarding the visibility of the structures from the opposite side of the valley. 

Various parties are looking into this at this time and the Parish Council will monitor the 

situation.  

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 6.45pm 


