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One of the real privileges of being Leader of Dorset Council is spending 

time with residents and hearing directly about what matters most to 

them. 

 

At our first Community Conversations event this week, people spoke 

passionately about their communities, their local environment, and the 

opportunities and challenges facing Dorset. 

 

Many of those themes are reflected in this week's newsletter. We're 

supporting families to stay in the areas they call home through the delivery of new lower -cost 
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housing, celebrating national recognition for some of Dorset's outstanding parks and nature 

reserves, and continuing to take firm action against those who seek to exploit residents through 

rogue trading. 

 

They may seem like very different issues, but they all contribute to the same goal: making Dorset a 

place where people can build their lives with confidence, enjoy a high quality of life, and feel proud 

of where they live. Whether we're protecting our environment, supporting local families, or helping 

keep communities safe, it's all part of creating a stronger Dorset for everyone.  

 

Cllr. Nick Ireland 

Leader of Dorset Council 
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Dorset parks and nature reserves 

awarded coveted Green Flag Awards as 

they are officially recognised as some of 

the country’s best 

  

We celebrated receiving a Green Flag Award at various sites this week , including;  

• Avon Heath Country Park  

• Durlston Country Park  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F13rq7Kb4axz%3Fe%3D3d387e1378%26c2id%3Deb032035b3aefc22b5e507f6fffd1aed%26m%3DyVauSldgwIvTYybBDZwV6TuCgm2XNHgmtnWFPhwY24EaNlUQ93Pq6hT0jSmP&data=05%7C02%7C%7C3c7e6f197e3942fc08a808dee425a1c9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639199047433691334%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BmYVrSktCnviN8%2FjH0mAdqEX8qEk4OrUpDKmYXM%2BczY%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2Fl5ykavuL_le%3Fe%3D3d387e1378%26c2id%3Deb032035b3aefc22b5e507f6fffd1aed%26m%3DgKZLyGb8KmRPP5SkFTz_NyBnppHXRROHNJFSU9R5qCG4UZf-UEAfT7kqmb-V&data=05%7C02%7C%7C3c7e6f197e3942fc08a808dee425a1c9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639199047433710813%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6nM%2B6SS7NWhYyb4rhh7Yf0dn5uhJyWilKwZDOtMKDw8%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Fdorset-parks-and-nature-reserves-awarded-coveted-green-flag-awards-as-they-are-officially-recognised-as-some-of-the-country-s-best&data=05%7C02%7C%7C3c7e6f197e3942fc08a808dee425a1c9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639199047433671488%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FgtkWbP90Gixjj%2BtOBZ8FgOOatLxzEp0OXVx0Wg8tts%3D&reserved=0


• Thorncombe Wood 

 

...as well as our nature reserves at Stour Meadows and The Milldown.  

 

It comes as the internationally recognised standard for parks and green spaces celebrates its 30th 

year.  

 

The five sites are a few of the record breaking 2,391 in the UK to achieve the award this year – a 

fantastic testament to the hard work, passion and dedication of the teams who care for these 

green spaces, ensuring they are maintained to a high standard for visitors and residents to enjoy. 

 

Durlston Country Park has also achieved the Green Heritage Site Accreditation for the 

management and promotion of its historic features. 
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Rogue landscape gardener jailed for 

fraudulent trading across three counties 

  

A man who promised to do landscaping work on 18 residents' homes across Dorset, Hampshire 

and Wiltshire has been jailed for running a fraudulent business.  

Read more  
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On Friday 10 July 2026 James Knight, also known as Jimmy, (aged 34) of Verne Road, Verwood 

was sentenced to 5 years and 8 months at Bournemouth Crown Court in a prosecution brought by 

Dorset Council Trading Standards. 

 

After previously pleading not guilty to all charges, Mr. Knight changed his plea to guilty to all but 

seven charges on the first day of the trial. He maintained he did not act dishonestly towards the 

other seven victims. After a two-week hearing when all seven victims gave evidence, the judge 

found that Mr. Knight was dishonest from the start. 

 

Mr. Knight advertised as a landscape gardener on social media. He visited potential customers to 

discuss the work they wanted and usually suggested extra work at a competitive price. Once the 

work was agreed he would take a large deposit for materials and then only deliver a small quantity 

of materials or do only a small amount of work. 
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24 lower-cost homes set to support local 

families in North Dorset 

  

Find out more  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk%2Fdocuments%2F4332706%2F4332708%2Fnewsroom%2Bimage%2Bv%2B2%2B.png%2F5bfc9390-aaef-de90-beb3-9b4ccc3714f8%3Fversion%3D1.25%26t%3D1784202146736&data=05%7C02%7C%7C3c7e6f197e3942fc08a808dee425a1c9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639199047433893654%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J3%2FQd8zUZ1cShpHvn1yLxT7MVwiKXXvG76wWT6rnC%2BY%3D&reserved=0


24 new lower cost homes in Marnhull near Sturminster Newton are set to benefit local people.  

 

The Aster Group development at Durbeyfield Park provides a mix of two, three and four -bedroom 

houses, designed to help families find a home they can afford in the area. Of the 24 homes, 17 will 

be available for affordable rent and seven are offered through shared ownership. 

 

Cllr Nick Ireland Leader of Dorset Council said: “Homes people can afford is one of the biggest 

issues facing our rural communities. These new homes at Durbeyfield Park will make a real 

difference for local families and individuals who want to stay in the area. They are good quality, 

energy-efficient homes that are built to last and reflect the character of the village.  

 

“We’ve just had Rural Housing Week which is a chance to highlight why schemes like this matter 

so much. They support local people, strengthen communities and help ensure Dorset remains a 

place where everyone can live well.” 
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Just one week left to have your say and 

enter our prize draw! 

  

There’s still time to help shape our weekly residents’ e-newsletter. We want to hear what you find 

most useful, the topics you’d like to hear more about, and how we can make the newsletter even 

more relevant for residents. 

 

The short survey takes just a few minutes to complete and closes on 24 July. As a thank you, you 

can also choose to enter our prize draw for a chance to win a £50 Love2Shop voucher.  

 

Responses are anonymous unless you choose to provide contact details for the prize draw.  

  

  

 

  

Read more  

Take the survey  



 

Looking to find out what else is happening in Dorset?  

 

You’ve come to the right place as Visit Dorset has a fantastic events calendar for you to enjoy.  

  

  

 

More news: 

• Cllr Jon Andrews announces personal decision to step down from Cabinet role 

• Celebrating the progress, resilience and achievements of children in care 

• Important medieval charter acquired by Dorset History Centre 

  

 

 

Find out what’s on  
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